The Compassionate Friends
of
Galveston County

Support Group Meetings:

2nd Monday of each month
At7 pm

Except in December

Location:

First United Methodist Church
317 Fifth Avenue N

Texas City, TX 77590

Mail:
PO Box 568
Texas City, TX 77592

Phone:

(409) 996-9440

(Calls to this number will be
returned within 24 hours)

Website:
www.tcfgalvestoncounty
.org

Chapter Leader:
Amanda Kuenstler
abk_w_l@hotmail.com

Treasurer:
Dana Rogers
sabalo130@comcast.net

Newsletter:
Lori Kelly
lorigalvestontcf@yahoo.com
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June Remembrances

Alexander Harrison Soto Loral Nicole Moyers
June 4th June 14th
Karla Soto, mother Elizabeth & Donald Moyers, grandparents

Robert David Nuss Zachary Isaiah Santos
June 4th June 26th
Joyce Nuss, mother Delores & Daniel Santos, parents

Tammy Lee Lollar Jason Flanigan
June 8th June 26th
Rose Lee Lollar, mother Ted & Debbie Flanigan

Macy Elizabeth Moyers Jerry W Haney
June 14th June 29th
Dawson Moyers, father Dugan & Shirley Haney, parents
Elizabeth & Donald Moyers, grandparents

June Birthdays

Bobby Ray Bellah Nicole Ann Feske
June 8th June 14th
Laura Grabach, mother Robin & Theresa Feske, parents

Roy Allen King
June 14th
Ramona & Rex King, parents

Please take a few moments to reflect on the children on this page and remember their families. A phone call or a note
to the family would be so special and kind. None of us forgets our child’s special days and the messages we receive that
say “I care”, can help us get through them.



A Big Thank You to BP Fabric of America for
their work in the community.

Through this program Jim Malm has used this
opportunity to designate The Galveston County
Chapter of TCF to receive a donation
INn his name.

Thank You Jim!
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| Will Be

If you think of me as gone forever,
If you think of me as sadness and tears,
If you think of me as your broken heart,

That's not what | want to be, but I will be.

If you think of me as memories to cherish,
If you think of me as laughter and joy,
If you think of me as your healing heart,
That's what | want to be, please, let me be.
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2009 National Conference in Portland

Candy Lightner, the dynamic founder of Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD)
has agreed to be a keynote speaker at the 2009 TCF National Conference in
Portland, Oregon August 7-9.

Candy’s 13 year-old daughter Cari was struck by a vehicle from behind and
killed May 3, 1980, as she walked down a quiet street. The hit-and-run

driver had four previous drunk driving convictions and had served virtually no
time in jail. Candy went from being a divorced mother selling real estate to a
"crusader with a cause,” testifying before legislatures. Obsessed with her cru-
sade, Candy, with friends, started MADD, which has grown to more than 600
chapters and three million members throughout the United States and at least
four other countries. Among the many accomplishments of MADD was the suc-
cessful lobbying to raise the legal drinking age to 21 in 1984, which is estimated
to save approximately 800 lives annually. TCF is pleased to have Candy Light-
ner joining with our featured keynote speakers in Portland, Oregon.

Besides Candy Lightner, the conference will feature keynoters Reg and Maggie
Green and Michele Longo Eder. Reg and Maggie are the parents of Nicholas
Green, the seven-year-old American boy who was shot and killed by highway
bandits in Italy in 1994. Their decision to donate his organs to seven lItalians be-
came a major news story around the world, spawning thousands of organ dona-
tions in Italy (a country where organ donations were virtually unheard of before
Nicholas’ death) and around the world. This remarkable story was made into a
CBS movie of the week called The Nicholas Effect.

Michele Longo Eder is author of Salt in our Blood—The memoir of a Fisher-
man’s Wife. Michele, an accomplished lawyer, started journaling what daily life
was like for her while her husband and sons were commercial fishing off the
coasts of Oregon, Washington, and northern California. Never did she dream
that her journaling would include the account of a personal tragedy that struck
just before Christmas 2001.

The fourth conference speaker has not yet been announced.

Reservations for those attending TCF’s national conference are being accepted
by the Doubletree Hotel Portland where the conference will be held. TCF has
negotiated for a large block of rooms at a special price for those attending the
conference. Rate is $129 per room per night in several different configurations.
As always, we suggest that you make reservations early to avoid disappoint-
ment. To reserve online, visit reservations. You may also call the Doubletree
Hotel at 1-503-281-6111 and receive the negotiated price, but you must identify
yourself as attending The Compassionate Friends National Conference. The
rooms are available at this special rate for those staying the nights of August 5-
August 9. Last day for reservations, if rooms are still available, will be July 4.



An Overview of TCF National Conferences

"I always feel like I'm wrapped in a cocoon of compassionate love when I'm at a TCF
National Conference. This is one of the greatest healing tools available to a bereaved
family.”

—TCF National Conference attendee

A national conference of The Compassionate Friends is unlike any other conference
you may ever attend. It is a place where you can go and know that you truly are not
alone as you travel your grief journey. Every person comes for the same reason—a
child has died. It is a place where “friendship, understanding, and hope” are more than
just words.

For over three decades The Compassionate Friends has held national conferences.
They've been held all over the country. Today it's normal to have 1100-1400 bereaved
parents, siblings, and grandparents attend. Of that number, it usually is the first confer-
ence for nearly 40 percent. Those new to TCF conferences wear a special butterfly
sticker so that others may notice and give them special hugs. Everyone feels welcome.
We often say that these are friends you simply have not yet met.

At each conference, there are many activities, but you decide what is right for you.
There are more than 100 workshops (but don’t think these are work—they're really a
time for learning and sharing). Many areas of grief are covered by the workshops.
There are workshops for bereaved parents, siblings, and grandparents. And there will
be many workshops for those who have no surviving children. You'll find a hospitality
room, a reflection room, the Butterfly Boutique, and a complete bookstore. There are
very interesting and well-known speakers who address the Opening Session, the Fri-
day afternoon banquet, the Saturday evening banquet, and the Sunday closing. You'll
marvel at the quality of entertainment geared for those attending. There’s also a spe-
cial candle lighting ceremony to conclude the Saturday evening banquet. If you like a
more intimate time with others, join in the evening sharing sessions of your choice.

But don’t miss the Walk to Remember Sunday at 8 a.m. prior to the closing. As many
as 1400-1500 carry the names of more than 10,000 children from across the country
who will always be remembered.

Watch here, in the national e-newsletter, or We Need Not Walk Alone for updated in-
formation on the next TCF National Conference.

Find out for yourself why notes are received after our conferences that echo this one
we received:

"The conference was a drink of water for my soul. Thank God for TCF and all the won-
derful people who give of themselves to make it all happen. Thank you!!!"



Other Information

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

To have your child’s dates included you must have filled out a data sheet giving written permission for the
dates to be included in the newsletter. We welcome your comments and/or items submitted for use in the
newsletter. Short articles, poems, or book reviews are always welcome. Please include author of any written
works. All submissions and/or corrections should be submitted to Bambi Oshel and/or Dana Rogers at the
email addresses listed on the first page or by mailing them to the PO Box.  All submissions must be re-
ceived by the 20th of each month (exceptions may occur but will be announced).

LOVE GIFTS

A love gift is a special way to remember a child. The Compassionate Friends charges no dues, and your vol-
untary donations are our only source of income. All gifts are tax deductible. TCF is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit
organization and 100% of all income is used to reach bereaved families through this newsletter, brochures,
our grief materials library, and special events like our annual December Candle Lighting Remembrance and
our Garden remembrance. Checks should be made payable to The Compassionate Friends, PO Box 568,
Texas City, TX 77592

ANNOUNCEMENT

In order for our chapter to remain viable, it takes many people to help keep it going. As in some organiza-
tions, a few do much for the many. This is all a volunteer based chapter. No one gets paid money. Please
think about spending some time and effort toward this cause. By helping in this chapter efforts, you will
find it moves you forward in the grief journey.

I wanted to tell the parents we are glad they go out to the Garden. It is great to see small trinkets on the
bricks in memory of the child. But, please pick up your small items in a few days. The city does not pick
this up and there have become so many objects on the bricks someone is going to fall. And the wind blows
it all around. 1 am not discouraging the idea but let us all try and be responsible for the upkeep and good
appearance.

Thanks so much,

Amanda Kuenstler

Chapter Leader

The Compassionate Friends of Galveston County

Note: When you purchase a brick to be placed in the Memorial Garden be advised that they are
placed randomly. The bricks are put in place by the generosity of Manning Masonry Co,

Inc. While someone within the organization will be notified after installation of a set of bricks is
completed, notification prior to the installation is not available.



Brwassted SHomorial (Garcors Dontinks

Acme Engraved Bricks (@ $50.00 each

Please make checks payable to Compassionate Friends and mail to P.O. Box 568
Texas City, TX 77592. Should you have any questions regarding this order form please call
Louise Krone at (281) 534-3639 or email at 1akS1757@vahoo.com

To order an engraved brick: Fill the appropriate boxes below with desired inscription.

LINE 1

LINE 2

LINE 3

LINE 1

LINE 2

LINE 3

LINE 4

Customer’s Name: Phone No:

Address: City:

State: - Zipr

Amount Enclosed:

Thank you for supporting the Compassionate Friends Memorial Garden

Love Gifts, monetary or
Gifts-in-kind are a beautiful expression of our deep
And never-ending love for our children, and help us “reach out” to bereaved families.
Our expenses include postage, printing & special programs.
TCFisa 501 ( ¢) (3) Organization—donations are tax deductible.
Time is also a wonderful gift, volunteers are always needed.
Thank You for contributing and supporting the work of our local chapter.



6 88888883888883888838888888
' 9 &
9 -7 I
0
8888888888888888833888888883888888888 888 888888888888888888388888883838888888
3 -0, please print 3

888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

9 ; please print
6 - & & 88888388883888838888 8888
6 - & & 0888883888388888 888888888888
-0 9 888888888888888888883888888888
& & & - 0& ,
88888888888888888888888838888888888 888888888 88888888888888888888888883838888
7 2
88888888888888888888888888888 888888888 8888888888 88888888
7 <
8888888888888888888888888888883888883888838888888888 8888888888
= ; please print
CIRCLE 6 U.S. Mail Email -
0>
The Compassionate Friends
PO Box 568
Texas City, TX 77592
? 6 7 ?

6 7

- @ A)/0 4 7 2
6 B

& & -0 9 - 0& ,

4
1 2 4 c7 9"
+ ' &
W o
D E & - 4 0
& & B & ,



